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CRACE CGROCERY

INDIAN AND SRILANKAN GROCERY

£ Our Current Location
Casey Central (Narre Warren) and Clyde North next to ALDI/Bunnings

Q Our New Locations Opening Soon
e Mambourin Shopping Centre (Mambourin) - 2025 / e Farm Gate Local (Clyde) - 2025
e Ramlegh Shopping Centre (Clyde) - 2025 / @ Orana Shopping Centre (Clyde) - 2026
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- ’ irl’l:er the authentic taste of Indian style foods look no further,
Foods is the manufacturer of quality Indian Yoghurt, Idli & Dosa mix,
hrikhand Kesar Elaichi, Mango Lassi, Punjabi Lassi and much much more.
e Foods produce a Quality Australian Products in Melbourne facility.

re also distributing Grand snacks/pickles and Mambalam lyers pickles
amous South Indian brand)

HEAD OFFICE:  Sai Shree Foods Pty. Ltd.
Ph: 03 9706 6211

Unit 17/69-77, Mark Anthony Drive, Dandenong -VIC3175
DISTRIBUTORS: Sai Shree International Pty Ltd

Sydney & Canberra - Mr Bhaskar - 0421 835 554
Products Available - Adelaide, Perth, Brishane & Darwin
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“This Peace Garden memorial honours the countless
Tamil lives lost in their quest for peace, justice, and freedom
in the Tamil Eelam homeland.

May their sacrifice be forever remembered, and may
their legacy inspire us in our collective pursuit of liberation.”
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"Tamil Genocide Memorial’
A statue demanding justice for 78 years of genocide

Question: Is it a Tamil Genocide Memorial or a

Mullivaikkal Memorial? Why do | begin with this

question? So that | can refer to it correctly in the

questions that follow.

Answer: The correct name is the Tamil Genocide Memo-
rial which is situated within the Peace Garden of the Civic
Park in NSW. Mullivaikkal represents the final phase and
symbol of the genocide, but the memorial stands also for the
broader historical suffering, ethnic cleansing and destruction
faced by Eelam Tamils and our collective pursuit of liberation.
It particularly mentions Tamil Eelam in it's plaque wording,
giving a permanent acceptance of our identity.

That is why memorials like this are so important. Living
in this area and seeing this space stand proudly within our
community means so much to families like mine. It is more
than a statue, it is a place of memory, healing, and truth. It
gives our elders a place to grieve openly, our parents a place
to honour those they lost, and our younger generation a place
to learn the history that shaped us.

For many of us who grew up far away from our homeland,
this memorial becomes a bridge between our past and our
future. It reminds us that even though we now live in safety
and freedom, we carry the stories, sacrifices, and resilience of
our people with us. It tells future generations of Eelam Tamils
that our history matters, that our voices matter, and that our
identity deserves to be remembered with dignity.

This Memorial also stands as a message to the wider
Australian community. It reflects the values of remembrance,
multiculturalism, and human resilience. It shows that despite
displacement, suffering, and loss, our community continues to
contribute, grow, and thrive here. It ensures that the lessons
of injustice, war, and survival are never forgotten, so that
future generations can continue building a society grounded
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in compassion, justice, and peace.

Question: In which part of the state, specifically, did

the municipal council grant permission for this?

Answer: Cumberland City Council in the State of New
South Wales, Australia.

Question: Did you approach only that particular
council, or did you also apply to other municipal
councils?

Answer: Our Tamil community has a strong presence in
this area with Tamil being the second most spoken language
in the area, with major Pongal and Tamil New Year celebra-
tions held across the Cumberland Council area. Civic Park, in
particular, has been a gathering place for our community for
decades, making it especially meaningful that this memorial
was erected at the entrance to the park.

Question: What was the reason or motivation be-

hind creating the monument?

Answer: The aim was to preserve memory, honour the
victims, educate future generations, and create a permanent
place for mourning and reflection.

Question: Is there any organization behind the
creation of this monument, or was it a collective
effort by individuals?

Answer: | initiated this project almost a decade ago with
the collective support of the Tamil Civic Centre and Aru Ra-
jeevan from the Australian Tamil Congress. Now, with the
support and leadership of Mayor Ola Hamed, this memorial
has become a reality. A collective community effort involving
volunteers, families, supporters, and members of the Tamil
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community working together made the memorial unveiling
event unforgettable .

Question: What do the design and inscriptions of

the memorial symbolize?

Question: What do the symbols in the memorial

represent? What materials were used to create

them?

Answer: This memorial and its symbolism carry deep cultural
meaning and profound significance for the Tamil community.

The Karthigai flower placed at the top of the memorial
has been chosen as a symbol closely connected to remem-
brance, resilience, sacrifice, and Tamil identity. The flower is
recognised as a national flower of Tamil Eelam and the Indian
state of Tamil Nadu, carrying deep emotional and cultural
significance for Tamils across the world.

The Memorial plaque reads:

“This Peace Garden memorial honours the countless
Tamil lives lost in their quest for peace, justice, and freedom
in the Tamil Eelam homeland.

May their sacrifice be forever remembered, and may their
legacy inspire us in our collective pursuit of liberation.

S0151p5 sTLsESHEd Hewind), BS). SFHAID
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6B EHEE0 IMISS) Hlemetey S\smaT&GmmLD.”

The design represents loss, remembrance, resilience, and
the continuing call for justice. The inscriptions help preserve
historical truth for future generations.

Question: Did you seek public opinion and gather
people’s views before creating the memorial, or...?
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A statue demanding justice for 78 years of genocide

I
Answer: Yes, community views and sentiments were taken
into consideration to ensure the memorial reflected collective
remembrance.

Question: The Mullivaikkal massacre is remembered

in many places as Mullivaikkal Remembrance Day.

But you have named this a Genocide Memorial,

haven’t you?

Answer: Yes, because what happened was not an isolated
massacre alone. It reflects a broader pattern of destruction,
displacement, and violence directed against Tamils over 78
years by successive Sri Lankan governments that amounts
to genocide.

Question: How did you raise funds for creating

this memorial? How much money was spent?

Answer: Funding came mainly through community dona-
tions and voluntary contributions. The council has funded the
landscape and garden.

Question: Were the sculptures and artistic ele-

ments featured in the memorial created here, or

were they made elsewhere and brought here?

Answer: Some components were created Australian
company locally, while certain specialist artistic or structural
elements were prepared elsewhere and later assembled at
the site. Durable materials were chosen to ensure the memo-
rial stands for generations.

Question: Across the homeland and the diaspora,

there seems to be competition over who organizes

Mullivaikkal Remembrance Day. In the future, will

remembrance events be held here?

Answer: This memorial is not about competition. It is a
place of remembrance and unity. Future commemorations
should focus on dignity, respect, and collective remembrance.
As itis the first of it's kind in Australia on public land, we hope

;- gy

similar memorials will be erected in other states in Australia.
Remembrance events, community education and other ini-
tiatives will be held in the future with Cumberland Council’s
approval.

Question: What are the visiting hours for this

memorial?

Answer: It's in a public park and the public can visit it
around the clock. CCTV and security has been installed by
the council and site management will be by the council also.
The intention is to keep the memorial accessible to the public
respectfully and responsibly so

Question: If agents or operatives of the Sri Lankan

government attempt to vandalize the memorial,

are there any protection measures or security

arrangements in place?

Answer: We are aware of such concerns, and appropriate
security and community protection measures undertaken by
the council to safeguard the memorial.

Question: Were there any pressures or obstacles
from the Sri Lankan government aimed at prevent-
ing this project from being completed?

Answer: Not from the Sri Lankan government, but despite
challenges and pressures from other sources, the project
was carried out peacefully, lawfully, and with the support of
democratic principles and community determination.

Question: Some may ask whether this memo-
rial resembles the memorial design in Canada,
wouldn’t they?

Answer: Memorials around the world may share common
themes of remembrance and loss, but this memorial has its
own identity shaped by the local community and context.
Especially as there are laws in NSW as to the height and
other requirements of memorials in public parks, we worked

LS
TAMIL COMMUNITY
MEMORIAL
BYDMEY, AUSTRALLA

l"--_-,-__'

WE RIMEMBER REFLECT AND sy

s il

""‘M

collabrately to adhere to this so that the memorial will stand
for generations.

Question: In Australia, Eelam Tamils are spread
across many states. Since councils usually allocate
only small plots of land, large memorials may not
always be possible. Yet it is also impossible to
avoid building memorials altogether. What solu-
tion can be found?

Answer: Even modest memorials can carry deep meaning.
Communities in each state can create forms of remembrance
suited to their local laws and circumstances while maintaining
shared unity and purpose.

Question: You are one of the people involved in

creating this memorial. Has your involvement

caused any difficulties regarding your return to

your homeland?

Answer: Those involved understand the possible risks,
but remembering the victims and preserving historical truth is
seen as a moral responsibility that cannot be ignored.

Those participating in the unveiling event are:

Mayor Ola Hamad, Mayor of Cumberland City.

Dr Andrew Charlton MP - Cabinet Secretary, Assistant
Minister for Science, Technology and the Digital Economy,
and Federal Member for Parramatta.

Dr Hugh McDermott MP - Parliamentary Secretary to the
Attorney General, Member of the New South Wales Legisla-
tive Assembly, and Member for Prospect.

Hon. Anthony D’Adam MLC - Member of the New South
Wales Legislative Council.

Former Senator Lee Rhiannon.

And community organisations from the broader community,
tamil organisations, tamil community members and media.
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spices MG
& T h LN g s Indian | Sri lankan | South Asian

Groceries & Take away

At SST Spices & Things, we pride ourselves on delivering
top-notch customer service and offering high-quality food and
groceries. Whether you're picking up your favorite spices, fresh

produce, or delicious takeaways, we've got you covered!

10 am to 8 pm

SST Spices
& Things

Where quality meets
community

Location:
79 Mcintyre Rd,
Sunshine North VIC 3020

Contact:
039417 2517

Email:
sstspicesnthings@gmail.com
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HavenHill

REAL ESTATE

Thinking of Selling?
Sell Smart pay only
1% Commision.

Selling your home is a big moment.

That's why we focus on the most important things:
getting you the strongest result, with a smarter, fairer fee structure.

With Sell Smart, you get: SELL SMART.

 Professional marketing

. Stratggic buyer targeting SAVE MORE
« Confident negotiation ACHIEVE BETTER

« A premium, boutique experience

Shagi Pathmanathan
Founder / Director

0413 076 585

shagi@havenhillrealestate.com.au

Yasantha De Silva
Founder / Director

0432 805 336

yasantha@havenhillrealestate.com.au

Level 10, 14 Mason St, Dandenong VIC 3175
havenhillrealestate.com.au

Terms and Conditions apply*
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All IN (INE Plnﬂil

' & Groceries & Household Items
& Spices Export & Import

& Pooja Products

& Boutique Dress & Saree Collection

(0]
jit
Contact Us For Details

Sri Ayyappa Pvt LTD @ +61 449 722 392
0 40 David street, Dandenong VIC 3175, Australia

JATHAVAN



